A Compariſon between. CAT OandCASAR; 
By Mr. STEELE. 
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London, April 25, 1713. 
Here ſend you the Tragedy of CAT O, which 
had rais'd the Expectation of the Town to a 
great Height, and now has juſtly ſatisfy d it, 
to the Play I will leave you for Conviction; 
- ſince you deſir'd ſome Obſervations from 
/ . me, which you were pleas'd to think would - 
make the Reading more agreeable and uſeful to you, I ſhall 

der you ſome with the ſame Freedom vou requeſted 

Wo 8 e ee eee 


In the firſt place T ſhall preſent to youa general Idea of the 
main Character of CAT O, that you may the better obſerve 
with what Juſtneſs and Propriety his Character with all his 
Sentiments is preſerv'd to the laſt. SSCs = Fo Ot 


The next Head that 1 propoſe is, to point out to you how 
juſtly all the other Characters are diſtinguiſh'd from each 
other, and made ſubſervient to the Conduct of the Whole. 


And for a Concluſion, I will endeavour to hint at ſome 


extraordinary Beauties, and ſhow how exactly they are 


conformable, not oy to the true Spirit of Poetry, but the 
beſt Rules of Criticiſm. 928 1 885 


In order to form a general Idea of C A TO, you muſt have 
a View of the Scene of Affairs in Which he acted, an Age 
full of Vice and Corruption, debauch'd from their old ge- 
8 N 5 nerous 
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4 OB$ERVATIONS upon CAT 0. 


- ſpiracies againſt the preſent Model of their Government, di- 
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nerous Roman Principles, abounding with Plots and Con- 


vided into Parties, headed by violent and ambitious Spirits, 
and carried on with all the Arts of Deſign, Hypocriſy, and 


Diſſimulation; and in ſhort, ſuch an Age wherein as Cick- 


xo deſcribes it, it was as dangerous for a good Man to ha- 
zard himſelf in Buſineſs, and act in publick Offices, as it was 
diſgraceful and mean toretire from them. In this Age the 


great CATO . acting meerly upon the Principles of 
ice, 


Honour and Ju neither aw'd nor ſeduc'd by Parties, 
with thetrueſt Notions of the ancient Republic Form, and 

a hearty Zeal for it, publickly oppoſing both its diſguis'd and 
open Enemies. When the Civil War broke out he ſided indeed 
with PomeEty, as molt of the Senators and Lovers of their 
Country did, not thinking him ſo dangerous an Enemy as 
CxSAR; and CAT O particularly hoping by the Influence he 
had over him to bring him to reſettle the State upon its old 
Bottom, if he happen'd to prove the Conqueror, Upon theſe 
Motives he engag'd in the Civil War, the Event of which 
you very well know, ſo that I ſhall paſs that over, and come 


to the Scene of the Play, when he and the Remnant of his 


Followers were inclos'd by Cxsaz in Utica,  _ 


But I know you will not forgive me, unleſs I touch upon 
CATO's Character, as drawn by Poets as well as Hiſtori- 
ans; and therefore I ſhall give you both his publick and pri- 
vate one out of Lucan, who in this Deſcription had as ſtrict 
a Regard to Truth as any-Hiſtorian. His private Life, the 
Simplicity of his Manners, and Habit, His Notions of Phi- 
loſophy, and his Manner of Behaviour, are excellently paint- 


ed in the ſecond Book which I ſhall venture to tran- 
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OB8ERVATIONS 2h CALO, 5 


i mores, hac duri immota Catonis 
Secta fuit — EYE 6: | 
Theſe CAT O's Morals were, and this the kind, 
Of His rough Sect, and His ſeverer Mind, 15 


A due proportion'd Medium to attend, 


\ 


And think while living to reſpe& his End;, | - 

To follow Nature, and obſerve he , Laws, 

To pour His Life out in his Country's Cauſe; 

From mean Idea's to enlarge His Mind. i a 

Nor think his Actions to Himſelf confin d. 

Nor C A TO born for One, but All Mankind.” | 
Ile eat for Hunger, not to pleaſe the Senſe, 
A happy Epieure in Abſtinence, 


His Houſe to keep out Cold alone did ſeem, . .. 
Convenience was Magnificence to Him; Ys 
Upon his Back a Hairy Gown he bore, 
Such as His Sabine great Forefathers wore; 

Such as the Face of Antique Garbs expreſs, 
This was his Pomp and Gaiety of Dreſs, 8 | 
10 | He 
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6 OnsRERVATTeus b CATO: 
He fought/the Pleaſure of a chaſt Embrace, 
For One great End, to propagate his Race : 
"Severely honeſt, juſt without Allay, 
| Studious the Common Good alone to weigh. 
At once diſcreet, and fond in ev'ry vie w, 
His Country's Hurband, and Her Father too. 

His Zeal and Heartineſs for tlie State, and the Anxiety 
of his Spirit for the Calamities that were likely to befal it, 
His generous Concern for - his Fellow Sufferers, and his Neg- 
le& of himſelf, are farther difplay*d, when BRurus is de- 
{crib'd coming to him in the Dead of Night, to ask his 
Opinion of the Condition of Affairs, in order to follow his 
Him Baurus found with wakeful Care oppreft, 

The Public Good revolving in his Breaft : * 

Big with the Fate and Deftiny of Rome,” | © 

Her Children's Fortune, and His Country's Doom 
Fearful what each might Act, and each Endure, 
But unconcer Hd, and for Hinſe ſecure. | 


And fince I have gone thus far in ſhewing his Character, 
as drawn by this Poet, I Will attempt to tranſlate that * 
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"Ozativar FONS upon CAT . 7 
of his Speech to BxuTus, wherein He offers himſelf a volun- | 


tary Sacrifice for his Country, only wiſhing tliat it may in 
ſome Manner repreſent the Beauties of the excellent Ori- 


ginal. 


O! wonll the Gods hi and Thoſe below; 
In Mercy harken to their CAT 0's Vow, 


Andon This willingly devoted Head 


All their collected Stores of Vengeance ſhed! 
For Rome. of old her Decii could fall ; 
In one Illuſtrious Ruin faving all: 


That thus T might this ſingle Lite ad" | 2 5 


To ſtop her Plagues, and expiate her Woes! 
O! againſt Me may both their Hoſts engage; 


Set up the happy Mark of Public Rage: 
Hither fly every Dart, launch ev 'ry Spear, 


And every vile Barbarian Arm frrike Here. 

I would ſuſtain each Individual's Share; ; 

Be pierc d, be gor'd, by ev 'ry Murd'rer there, 
And all their Wounds i in bleeding Tranſport bear. 
Could but this Blood, for her Preſervance ſpilt, 


kate be Natiooz and anon her Guile: 1 
Could 
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Could this one Sacrifice prevent Her Doom, 
And quit the Score between her Gods and Rome. 


And now, 
to this the Character of CAT O is ſuſta ined through the 
whole Play; how exactly he Acts and Talks as CAT 


ſhould ; the dear Impreſſion and Image of his Country al- 


ways riſing up in his Thoughts, and being expreſt in ſuch 


a Manner as is anſwerable to the Idea of that Great Man. 


How eaſy the Private Concerns of Life fit upon him! and 
| how full he is of Rome! In the Second Ac, you find him 
beſieg' d and encompals'd by CRsAR at Utica, in Conference 
with a few Senators who had ſtuck to the Cauſe of Liberty, 
in this utmoſt Exigence, not dropping a Word unbecoming 
his Roman Spirit, regulating their Debates, and returning an 

Anſwer to CKSAR with an Air ſuperiour to his- Fortune. 
And tho” in this Debate CAT O utters many Sentences which 
would not be graceful for another to ſpeak, yet according 
to QuixTILIAN's Rule, they are very proper and juſt in him; 
for, ſays the Orator, Sentences are properly put in the 
Mouth of Men of eAuthority, that the Perſon may give a Con- 
 firmation to the Weight and Importance of the Subject. Con- 

ſider, Sir, then what an Idea they muſt needs have of CAT O 
before, and you will plain! 3 what an Influence his 


Reſolution, deliver'd in that ſolemn Manner, muſt naturally 
have over them. N N 


A ſecond Inſtance of the Greatneſs and Intrepidity of his 
Soul, you will obſerve in the Third AcT, where he ventures 
himſelf unarmed amidſt a Band of Conſpirators, who, by 
the ſingle Awe of his Virtue,.'are ſo abaſtfd, that the 
dar*d not to execute their Purpoſe when it was moſt in their 
Power, which puts me in mind of a Paſſage in — that 

| eems 


Sir, you will eafily perceive how agreeable | 
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orious,” Erys gut I am ſatisfied One of the Nos: 
bow kala of Romas Fortitude and Patience; and not un. 
Iike that in Cen REILAE'S Tragedy of HoxaAce'; which be- 
cauſe prebape ye you have not read, I will give you the 
Paſtage as* Bad it quptedeby Aſasſeur BDrIEAu in his Pre- 


face to LoNGINus. 0% — D had beg preſent at the 


Combat of the Three Horatii with the Three Curiatii, but 
went away from the Place too ſoon, and had not ſeen the End 
of it, came _ haſtily to e 5 der the Ther and told 
Two. s Were ki and tbat Y 7 
3 . HO make any Refiſtance, fled 225 15 — 
which, the old Roman, full of Love to his n 
. 
g s 1 t 
for 5 by ſo 1 f 3 has fix*d an I. N on i 
Name of Hoxact : ud their Siſter, who was, preſent, ſay- 
in im, What would you have had Tm be = 
Tuer: ? he replies briskly, ——DIE-. ly 


But now look at this Great Man PSY another View; 


mis Friendſhip, Generous Concern,. and Tenderneſs for the 


Numidian Prince Juni: whoſe Father, by following the For- 
tunes of an unſucceſsful Cauſe, had ruin'd Himſelf, and in- 
volv'd his Son in the ſame Condition. CAT O, in return, to 
make Amends for his Misfortunes, 1 one Place ſeaſoning 
his Soul, with Virtuous Princy ples, nd for {er him to true 
Greatneſs ;. in another, compsGBiouating” Lofs, both of 
his Father and Empire, with the greateſt 55 8 and 
at laſt, with a fort of Prophecy, raiſing his Hopes on future 
Proſpects of a Dignity that would be t Reward his Vir- 

e BRL, * u bor Tot. Wang! | 


After this, we come to view hin under he Like & Fi 
. „Which he makes uſe of to > Gem” his Reſolutions 
. beſt. to. diſengage himſelf, from the World and 
/ PLATO s Book on the Immortality th Sout lying 


Ozgn3vurroans ww CATO ar 
before him, and his Sword, the deſigned Inſtrument of his 
Relief, He ſettles lis Reſolution fur far Death, and argues _ 
the Philoſopher,-upon''the'Certaintyaf) a future State, I 
ſhould wrong'che Srrengrk and Reauty_of' 3 
b putting it i an⁰ν Words aten . thoſe of 

'PÞwill leave itowhollyoto ing-and 7 
ration. Obſerve ah Gerl gigar, Narkey! in that excellent 
SPEECH; Þ ag — vers e a . the Helps of Phi- 
loſophy, Pro © ncertainty of the 
here, and When Obferve how his Soul ſeems to ſtumble, 
and be ſhoclct at that; and upon View of the Biat and 
Sword, reſumes its Reſolution; and ſhaking off the Natural 
Abhorrence of Death, takes a noble Flight into Immortality. 
Again, how the Infirmities of Nature begin to overcome 
him, and make him defer the Execution to a fitter Time: 
TuLLy, upon this Book of Pla xro's, has an excellent. Paſ- 
ſage, which feems to wärrant the U f CAT O's 
Conduct in this Place; as well as I can remember, it is to 
this Purpoſe; While I am reading (aus he) Ptato's 
4 Book, I am allur d and charm'd into 3 Conviction of the 
<«< Immortality of the Soul, and its Exiſtence in a. future State ; 
but as ſoon as I have laid down the Book I relapſe into 
« Uncertainty, and and all my former Conviction ſlides away 


from me. 998 


But to return to the Pla 1 cAro, alter a bund Men 
(the Bleſſing of a good an compoſed Mind) executes his 

and is brought in Wounded before his Son, Daugh- 
ter and Friends; and even in the Agonies of Death ſhews a 
kind Concern for them All, and makes them as happy as 
they could be without him; and then with an Abhorrence 
of the World, and a ſeeming tote of his Nr e 
in a Prayertothe Gods. 
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And now, Site I ve fed MAH O- under all fheſe 
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Jeatinotqueſtiow bnoithmeaSbutyittbe mp affefter 
chel gentiments The Hero worl Will Bere keeain 
| 11475 With the fodgmbht a :the Poetic S100 010138: 
J eoleH4 23 HOH Homo) aff mono sf wud mona? 
The next Thing that 1 promis you. Nebel 
of the remaining adters from ach other; this hei 
artioular Happineßs in the preſent F erformanctꝭ: and bg 
n ſoꝭ little obſerꝰd hy others, inſsmuch that n many of 
our Famous Plays, they ate ſo confounded that if we were 
to ſhut our Eyes, it were hardly poſſible to tell by the Man- 
ner the Poets make their Perſoms peak, whotarthe Chara- 
Qter ſuited; and the Speech might very dfteie f * tor 
one or two, other * Sa him who nee ig v, 8 
e i daten tt: 
4 0 begin with the Two Gon of C4T0; ooo and 
Maxcous,” whoſe Complexion, Manners and Tempers, tare 
nicely diſtinguiſn'd; and this Differenc&of Souls runs viſibly 
through the Whole Play into a friendly Diſparity of Senti- 
ments, the one ſedate and calm, the other warm and paſſio- 
nate: They both act upon the ſame Principles of Honour and 
Virtue, and the Example of their Father: The Elder conſi- 
_ him as a Lover of Liberty, and his: Country; the 
| er meerly in Oppoſition to CRsAXR: The One Copies 
Aorality and Philoſophy, the Other ſhews his Zeal for 
— They are both in Love with the ſame Lady; the 
Man of ſanguine Lemper is free and open, diſcovers his 
Love with Fire and Vehemence; the Other Rivals him in 
all but his Rage; and knoming! himſelf Maſter of the. Prize, 


endeayours to divert him by Shows of other Objects, and = 
ways compaſſionates him. 
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The next part that comes under View is thę Character 
of Jus a, ich is entirely new. We muſt ſuppoſe this 
xonngs Prince ad. obſenyed man anſtances of :CH T'O's:Mir- 
tusrin his; Fagher's, Count, and) fired with" Admiration of 
Human Nature, carried to a Pitch which he never faw be- 
fore, to have; endeavoured to form himſelf to ſomething like 
ity from the great Original Which was before his Eyes. 
Nox mak Nes; think this ſtrange in a Barbarous Numidian; 
inge the, Seeds of Genius and Nature ave the ſame in all 
Perſous and Places; and want only proper Objects, and good 
Direction, to cultivate and exalt them into virtuous Princi- 
ples, and the Arts of civiliz'd Life. Thus the fame Spirit 
that exercisd its Courage againſt Beaſts: by an eaſie Turn, is 
made to exert the ſame againſt Tyranny; and he who from 
a natural Ingenuity could deſpiſe. the Fraud of an African, 
might ſoon grow an Admirer of Roman Truth and Fidelity. 
And there is one particular Aſſiſtance to This which may be 
well fuppoſed to produce more Wonders than appear in his 
Character, and that is his Love to CAT O's Daughter. His 
Confuſion at the Diſcovery of his Love to MARCIA; His 
Submiſſion to the Authority of CAT O; His Diſcourſe with 
SyPpHAx on the Preference of the Arts of the Mind to thoſe 
of the Body; and in ſhort, every Incident of his Character is 
admirable. 5717 D100 ant! Ths; 1c 1157;1 9: 16e ol e. IIS, 
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Nor is there a leſs Difference in the Vicious than the Vir- 
tuous Parts introduc'd : SgurRONius and SyvyHAx are both: 
Villains, Traytors and Hypocrites : Sur RONIus under the 
Diſguiſe of à pretended Zeal for his Country, covers his De- 
ſign of going over to CKSARN- and enjoying MARCIA. SY 
PHAX, by a diſſembled Affection to his Prince, endeayours 
firſt to corrupt him, afterwards to leave him: The Villany 
of the one is ra ſh and impetudus, hid in a Torrent of Werds; 
that of the other cloſe and cautious; in-{hort, the Raman. 
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ſo that it takes away all Indecency unfit for the Daughter of 
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. Again, 'Lnoms,” the o SEMPRONINS, eden 
Friend to CHT, 


tis 16 much affected by the Deſpe 
rate neſs of 3 that he always delle Pele 
and Reconciliation; a calm, - merciful Diſpoſition, full of 
Tenderneſs for Sufferers of all Sorts, is his Part: It is not ſo 
much out of Weakneſs, as from the Review of the Calamities 


chat afflicted his Country, that he inelines to the gentle 
Method, in which he is ſtill over-ruled by his Friendſhip 
to CAT O; and ſo continues with him to the laſt. LIFE 


The twoWomen inherit the different Spirits of their Fathers. 
The Daughter of CATO concerned deeply for her Father, and 
the Cauſe of Virtue, checks an untimely Paſſion, with the 
Reflection of the Relation The bears to the dear Head of 
that Cauſe, and by a great Artifice of the Poet, upon the 


 Suppoſition of the Death of her Lover, diſcovers her Value 


for him: This Incident is natural as well as neceſſary, 


CAT O to fall into. On the other fide, Luca, of a ſoft 


And compaſſionate Temper, cannot diſguiſe her Thoughts, 
bur after ſhe has rovalabek l 50 


em, fearful of 5 
reſolves to wait the Event of things before ſhe makes her 


Lover happy: Here is the Timidity and the Pity of her 


Father; and at the ſame time her Kindneſs to Maxcria en- 
gages Her as far as his Friendſhip to CAT O did Him. 


Now, Sir, I have run through the Parts of the whole 
Drama, and I deſite you to obſerve how juſtly" the Plot is 
work'd-up from theſe Characters; and how, in the Cata- 
2 which is of a mixed Nature, unfortunate Good- 
is left upon Conjecture and to the Gods, and the other 
virtuous Characters all rewarded. all "2 
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I ſhould now occed to the Obſervations 1 N you 


n the Third but PHARSALIA being ſo often men- 
tioned through the Play, to raiſe a juſt Idea of that Victory, 
I can't omit tranſlating * Lucax's of dhe Field of 
Battle after 7 CESAR, as : 


Then dire Fuzi * hin il breathing Blood 
Call'd forth the Wolves, 5 and Die from t 
| wood, 279 919 noimogan 101 
And gorg'd the Lyons with her horrld "=—Y 
Each left his common Prey lis eli on low Beaſt 
To riot on a more Luxurious Felt; 
The Bears forlook their Caves for thi Regal, 
And Dogs obſcene ran Howling, 0 er the waz 
All Animals that ſcent the Tainted Air, 
or Smell ſagacious, came exulting there. 
The Birds that wont at Bares to appear. 


Move with the Camp, and hover in the Rear, We 
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| OY tv gion I eu B dO 29d? 0+ d295079 won Rudi 1 


: To change. for 1 wi. * a ago vt nogy 
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2 Delight, wifi 1 L 

h mie Hist. 
N eyer ſuch Flocks of WV uiturs "riot 
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| | Nor ſuch uncommon Weight the = 21 | 
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| : Each ſola ood ſent forth IL King dr 9 


Oer an Y ror NOTIATOY 2? 


HR The Wood no. lab ring only with the V Wind; 5; 
All 41 rqund the mighty N N umbers fa, 4 
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| | And Ronen Blood from ev? viry T Tree diſtill'd, 


NB 283 o gail Ado znoC br /. 


Oft on the 1 impious Standards which they bore, 


— . 55 1 
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Tra d! in frequent Drops the Putrid Gore 3. 


nr ag: rd LOS: 10 
Oft as the Vultur wearied out wi Ten, 
| eTRIQGR G3 221110 IK IO JEL 2 
Her 1 alon* 8 | waiken's and 0 'er-charg'd * wit 850 
2 41 29701 bas im [: 570 
Shook ber wet Pinions in the Airy Space, K +. 


I | 459K © The Natter d Blood His Tv to Dig, grace, 


WN hi *| 

Fell Fong on high, and ſtain d the Victor's Face. 3 
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Ve yer pul a the wangen of the Sl 15 05 = ng 9 
Tu Sepulcher, this living © av 8 
And by the Bea ſts Seen e e, 
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Or barden into Bone, or flow in Blood 24 
The Beaſts themſelves their i inner Bowels ſ pare, 
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Nor think the vital Marrow worth their Care; . 
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N icely the Libs they Taſte, reject, and chuſe, 


150 
And more chan half the Ronas Hoſt refuſe. | 
| Whatever Coarks | in the Field they find, 1 
oft 1k Fwonod 01w lyoe \ n g / | 
Touch byt the Sun, or tainted by the Wind 


They carte res and i leave diſdainfully behind. 3 | 
oft \O 


« hy, 0 
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N ow, Sir, it is time that I make good my Intentions of 
pointing out ſome of the mioſt remarkable Beauties im this 
3 indeed they are ſo rar ern er muſt refer 

em t your: own Judgment; + 1yous 
will bo find win rw a 6112 205" 102 91 52 0 

nn buoo! feldmsr 2d: anno F: 

' The Paſſions which the Chiratier of CATO- is moſt a 1 
to _ are Indignation,. Admirationy and I can't. tell 
maynit add! Pit, ; Indignation to ſee ſo much Virtue under 
fic a Cloud Affliction, ther greateſt Parriot of his Counts: 

down by ſucceſsful Tyrunny, and tedue'd to the 

Extremit = either of a Sobmithoa to an ill-got Power, or free- 

ing himſelf from it by his own Hands. eAdmwiration in ot-- 

eh him even in the NE: of ay theſe Calamities, 55 ar 
| 0 
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18 OssERVATIRS upm CAT O. 
Good, and Intrepid. Pity for his ill Succeſs in the eee 
Cauſe, and his Domeſtic Misfortunes, which are apt ſo much 
the more to move others, as they affefted him leſs. If I ſay 
in all theſe the Poet has done him juſtice, it is the leaſt that 
can be ſaid. A e ONEeR. Task it is to manage 
ſo great a Subject, 10 as to make the Audience intereſted in 
ev'ry Speech and Action. For as * Honacn fays, 1 


e 


That 5 1 ventures on a a bot beige, 


1 WILT 010 Ta 


Walks on a Ridge, : and dances on a Line; ; 


15 908 4 


Who at his Will with al my Paſſions plays 


By Turns excites em, and by Turns allays, | 
DH I J 11 4 
Who makes my. Soul with borrow'd Anguiſh groan, 


? 1 


i 
. 


Fils me with Foreign Fears, and ee not Ny 
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10 2017 19 7 vir: "NOT 2 1 
„cumri ian obſerves that be bad 4 ſren Ales after 
they had been perſonating ſome more deep and ſolemn Chara. + 
cter than ordinary, go off of the Stage with Tears, and thinks 
it no Shame to confeſs that he himſelf has not only melted into 
Tears, but trembled, look'd pale, been fluſh'd with Anger, 
at Repreſentations adapted to p roduce thoſe different Effects. 
What the Aon may do boank t tell, but L am ſure I ſhould 
have a mean Opinion of the Humaniry of the Audience, if 
they were not mov id by-Inſtances of the like. Nature in | this 
bee 1 er has n e to be od but 
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ne CAT: r 
leave VEIN arcane, let me only ſuggeſt ſome things to you {| 
which perhaps you might not have obſerv'd: Moſt of CA TO's . 

Speeches are fd w. Indignation againſt C&SAR, nor, 
QuINTILIAN r remarks that Interrogations a ree beſt with In- | 
dignation, and heighten the Sentiments. Of this you may ſee 
ſeveral beautiful Inſtances in the Secuad ACT, between De- 1 
crus and CATO, I ſhall mention but one of em: Decrus is 
there telling him how 9 Was Anxious for His 15 
ee o wa ant; | ww 


an THREE, 10 3h cal iy ad) 15 
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1 iiala he ſave „. 7 Bid Fram ſpare bis Country. 


But the fineſt and moſt beautiful Inſtance of this Nature i is 
where Jus ſays in the Furth ACT, Rl 


While Caro lives, "5 w1ll bluſh to ſe 
Mankind {917 and be aſbam d of Empire, 


4 


And he deus 
c 3 l F Ma be not ſeen PriangALA? 7 


An 1 che fulleſt of - 3 ha chat L ever read, the 
very mention of PuAxSALAA is enough, without any other 
Exaggeration; for as the ame Orator obſerves, there are ſome 
things (as Murder) which raiſe our Indignation e very 
Maas, of them. But farther, this is not an Inſtance of a 
Single but a Complicated Beauty, for according to the above- 
cited Authot, ſometimes the ſame, 2 meerly by altering 
the Pronunciation, not * „ rm, ö 


ſo 


= 
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Reproach, Deny, Alnire, but are Marks of Co 
dain, and Diminut ion. Conſider theſs Words ca 
om, yarl find che Truth of the e ; 


Di | 
, try 
ee 
Give me leave-only. to Awention one [thing more, (cho 1 
could never = aa en this Subject) and I will then re. 
. leaſe you. a common Topic which all our Po- 


ets 3 * ke ſome time or another, an Inpoſſibility. 
What a Work do they make here? Sometimes you; might A 
well move OLymeus ; at others, Stars muſt be 8 ta at, and 
the more moderate are contented with making Rivers flow 
backward to the Fountain Head. Bat here obſerve the Judg- 
ment of the Poet in the Firſt AcT, where SEMPRON1Us 1s 


telling PoxTius what a Happineſs he ſhould enjoy, if 
CATO his Ferber would giy Fe Rl his Sir, Maxer; 1 to 
which he replies, 0 
eAlaſs? WAS ot thou raht of Love 
To Mazcia, while Ber Batre Li S172 Nn Danger * 


| Thou might ſt as well court the pale en Veſtal: \. 
When Je 2985 the cy. Fury N 


eds K. * 


You perceive that this is new, beautiful and ſuited to the 
Circumſtances with Judgment; and that nothing could be 
more agreeable tothe Notions of a Romam; than ſuch an Tm. 
poſſibility. Beſides that the Glance at Rel, Jon improves. 
and exalts the Iden to the higheſt Pitten. 5767.4 es; Mrs: 


Mitt 8 If 25 1 7 Amar 
You will wonder, perhaps, chat this Subject of CATO% 


Death, fo fit for a Tragety, and ſo frequemly applauded in 
the Lair Poets and — has note dee tort opt 


on 
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ſiderable Patt in his Tragedy, which he advis'd him to defer 
Publiſhing, till Matters were better compos'd, and forbear 


Viſe, his Character had been ill dra vn, a 


Verſes to the Author of the Tragłuꝝ, which I ho 5 
not the leſs approve of, becauſe you did not wee eben, 


AX 10 29191 N 
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on before. I find ina Hague uttributed by ſonte to Ta 
Tus, by others to Qu NTILIAx, that one CuxiAx m M- 
TERNus had compos d a Tragedy upon this Subject; and it is 
probable, 1 Hint which Horace gives in his Firſt 
Ode of | ond Book to Polio, that CA TO had a con- 


a Subject which could not but be ungrateful to, many at that 
C%%%%ͤ . 


>, is +40 » ME N F , Y Th 2 in 4 TIA > *. KL. 
I think my ſelf obli 7d to take Notice of one, ing ron 
to you, leaſt you ſhould, be lead into any Error 0 Pre- 


Judice of this Admirable Performance, and thats; Wat you , 
would not think it a State or Party Play pl Notling can be 
more ridiculous than to imagine that either the Deſign of 


the Authox, or any Hiots from the Subject, tend a way. 
CATO Amun as he truly was; and as no ſate 
for the Picture but Him, ſo it is really like no body belide 
Him. He ſtands up for the Conſtitution of his Country, 
and the Courſe” of its Las; for Juſtioe and Liberty, the 
old Roman Principles; and had He been repreſented other 
unlike the Idea 
all Men of Senſe had ram. d of him. What does the Conſtitu- 
tion of Rome relate to us? or how does his Oppoſition to Cx- 


sax affect our Government? But the falſe Notions of the ga 


Jous will often make'V indications of the plaineſt things ne- 
ceſſary, when indeed an. Apology, for their own. Ignorance 


were more juſt and proper. 


I ſhall conclude this long Letter, Sir, with a Copy of 


. 


as you did theſe Obſervation}, from, iir 


— 


— 2 * — ce a ——„- — U— — — — — u — — 2 — 
* 


mn 


wIW . 


8 2 is ths 
TO 3 

* 2 898 " Me 

e 


26220000 222200 2262000 444884 
<a EASQSSEARQJSEOSD 80 
va ee 8s 


ur Mr. Wl LN 8 Caro. 


i ON G had the Tragic Maſe forgot to weep 
By modern | Operas ques lulPd a-ſleep : 
| Il... Matter what the Lines, the Voice was 
Thus Senſe was ſacrific'd to pleaſe the Ear. | Bonn 
Ar laſt, + One Wi ſtood up in our Defence, * 0 
And dard 0 Impudence! ) to publiſh—— Senſe. 
- Soon then as next the juſt Tragedian ſpoke, 
The Ladies fighd again, the Beaus awoke. | 
Thoſe Heads that us'd moſt indolent to move 5 ee ee 
| To Sing ang; Ballad, and Sonata. e 4 4 © - 1 55 1 
Began their buried Senkſes to explore, ni ge i Geaſs: 
| And found they now had Paſſions as bete. i 


7 1 


| The Power of Nature in their Boſoms felt; ail © oY 4 


8 e 


In ſoire of Prejudice compell'd to melt. „34117 14 700 
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Upon 255. 0s N's C ar 
When CAT Os firm, al Hope of _ 
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Holding his fubborn \ Virtueto the laſt 
_ I view, with Joy and conſcious Tranſport fied, 7 15 


- > * , — © 
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The Sou! of Rome f in one Great Man ee 


In Him, as if She by Confinement gain'd 10 
e 89 4 Rb \ 
132 ? 4 An 14 1. ii * 
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Her Pow'rs and Energy are higher ſtrain d I 
Than when in Crowds of Senators | ſhe creign'd! | : 4 
CA T0 well ſcorn d the Life that CR gave, Wh, 
When Fear and Weakneſs only bid him are: 
But when a Virtue like his own revives 

The Hero's Conſtancy | with Joy he lives. - 

Obſerve the Juſtneſs of the Poet's Thoughts | 

Whoſe ſmalleſt Excellence is want of Faults : 5 
Without affected Pomp and Noiſe he warms; 

' Without the gaudy Dreſs of Beauty charms. 

| Love, the old Subject of the Buskin'd Mule, 
Returns, but ſuch as Roman Virgins uſe. 

A Virtuous Love,  chaſtis' by pureſt Thought, 


Not from the e but A Nature wrought. 


Britons, 


Thos „% Am x Los CA T O. 


g Wogen Jo-2g0H Is mini & ON NO nere 
Britons, with leflen*d Wonder, now behold 
T (57 * "ITT ©1713 T 
Tour former Wits, - and all your Bards of old ; 
018 Hog” 105 Bas: vol. 12197 Weine! 
Jonxsox N in his own way confeſs; IN 
bin ng. 3450) 75 kno Bt 
And own that SHAXESPEAR'S ſelf now pleaſes lev- 


Cat 
| While PHXpus binds the Laurel on his Brow, ; 
13532} Wo ve 2 ern ft T7 wt) 
# iſe up,. ye Muſes, and ye Poets bow : 
e. ' 
I | | a DITA! Ny 
| - Superiour Worth with Admiration erect 
9 #4 \ 
| ' And place him nearelt to his Puzaus Seat. 1 ET EL 
| f % it t 9 18893 bas wel 110 
* ; . o * 1 989 * 57 
C * i ; 1 f : 1 12 i - 21 
; N ' 4 * 01 4 2 _— my fu SIT a © 1 : L 
* . 
* — e - ” % 6 
4 22 81¹5 3100 J ff: Jo etonntuT oft. vd 
2 0 J 3 V. C 2 4 | 
1 8 eme, N hieb bog ni,, 
A | re | IRE 2 VIA a0 dn 1 Tov 
8 IM baud 7} 10 Pod blo erl. 


* wy, * * 8 * - x * 
= * \ | % 1 - e » & » = *4 — £ 
172 5 5 eigne es 021: zd enn 


rod Ns "195 Id b'e 


Sues TION 
Fs 2 12 2 XXX * 
"oY 


ha 


8 | 7 


12 
7 
% 
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BETWEEN 


CATO and c 
By Mr. STeers. > 7 7 — 


but very different Perſonages, CRSAR 225 Ken 
2 and placed them rogether in the moſt judicious 
manner for appearing to advantage, by the alter- 


S nate Light and Shade of each other: CESAR e 


SG LOST, * — to us ws v 


ä | © -tainments, ſtole an univerſal Affection; Caro 's 
Fr Integrity, auſtere and rigid Behaviour commanded as 
univerſal Reverence: None conld do an ungentile t before Cx- 


SAR, NONE A looſe one before Caro : To one *twas Recommenda- 
tion enough to be Miſerable, to the other to be Good: To Cxsar = 


all Faults were pardonable, to Caro none: One gave, ublig'd, pi- 


ty'd and ſuccour'd indifferently ; rother blam d, oppos d and con- 
demn'd impartially : CRSAR Was the Refuge '6f the Unha PYs a. 


Caro the Bane of the Wicked: Caro had rather be, than 
Good; Cz5ar was careleſs of either, but as it ſervd his e t 
Caro * Sword was the Sword of Juſtice, Czsar's that of Ambition: 
Cxsar had an excellent common Senſe and right Judgment of Oc- 
2 Time and Place; the other blunt Man underſfood not Ap- 
lication, knew how to be in the right, but was generally, ſo out of 
Eſa Cxsanr's Manner made even his Vice charming, Caro's 
even his Virtue diſagreeable: : Cxsax inſmuated Ill, Caro intruded 


Good: Cxsar in his Sayings, his Actions and his Writings, was 
EE 5 


55 ty, Magnificence, Popular and Sumptuous Enter- 


A Compariſon between CaTo and CESAR. 


the fiſt and happieſt of all Men: In his Diſcourſe he had a con- 


fant Wit and right Reaſon; in his Actions, Gallantry and Succeſs; 
in his Writings every thing that any Author can pretend to, and one 


which perhaps no Man elſe ever had; he mentions himſelf with a 
good Grace. Thus it was very natural for Czsar, adorn'd with 


every Art, Maſter of every neceſſary Quality, either for Uſe or 


Ornament, with a ſteddy and well-place& Induſtry to out- run Caro, 
and all like him, who had none and deſir'd none, but (an ever w 


Party) the Good for his Friends. 


Now this ſort of Men were Czsar and Caro, and by theſe Arts 
they arriv'd at that height, which has left one's Name proverbial for 
2 Noble and Princely Nature, t'other's for an Unmov'd and Inexo- 
rable Honeſty. :. Yet, without following em thro” all the handſome 


Incidents and Paſſages of Life, we may know 'em well enough in 


Miniature, by beholding *em only in their manner of dying: For in 


thoſe laſt Minutes, the Soul and Body both collect all their Force, 


either bravely to oppoſe the Enemy, or gracefully receive the Con- 
queror, Death. | : 

 Cxs4ax, by a long Tract of Succeſſes, was now become apparent 
Maſter of his Country, but with a Security that's natural to gallant 
Men, Heroically forgave the moſt inveterate of his Oppoſers. Now 
was he follow'd with Applauſe, Renown and Acclamation: His Va- 
lour had ſubdu'd the Bodies, his Clemency the Minds of his Ene- 
mies: And how bleſs'd muſt the Earth be under his Command, who 
ſeems to court Dominion for no other End, but to indulge an infa- 
tiable Mind in the glorious Pleaſures of beſtowing and forgiving 2 
This was the Figure Czsax bore in the World's Opinion, but not 


in Cato's. He was there a Tyrant in ſpite of the Gloſs of Succeſs . 


and of Fortune, which could not create Appearances bright enough 
to dazzle his Eyes from ſeeing the Traitor in the Conqueror: He 
knew to give a Man his own as a Bounty. was but a'more impudent 
Robbery, and a Wrong improv'd by the Slavery of an Obligation: 


He juſtly and generouſly diſdain'd that his Fellow- Citizen ſhould 


pretend to be his Lord ; to his honeſt Mind a Pardon was but a 
more arrogant Inſult, nor could he bear the Apprehenſion of ſeein 

his Equal inflict upon him a tyrannical, Forgiveneſs : What then muſt 
this unhappy good Man do? Whither ſhall oppreſs'd. Virtue fly from 
Slavery ? po Slavery? No. He is; ſtill Free Lord of himſelf, 


and Maſter of his Paſſions; Cxs4a is the Captive ; he is Shackl'd, 
he is Chain d, and the numerous Troops which he boaſts the Com- 
T a 95 2 ine 2} panions 


A Compariſon between Caro and Cxsan. 
panions of his Triumphs, and his Glories, are but ſo many Witneſſes 
of his Shame and Confuſion, to whom he has by an open Uſurpa- 
tion manifeſted his broken Faith, falſe Profeſſion, and proſtituted 
Honour. But how far this Impreſſion of intrinſick Glory and Hap- 
pineſs in ſincere though diftreſs'd Virtue, and the Senſe of a wicked 
Man's abject, though proſperous Condition (which C ro's Philo- 
ſophy gave him) did avail in his afflicted Hours; the Reſolution he 
is going to take will demonſtrate. . 785 
: He had now at Utica freſh and ſhocking Intelligence of the ga- 
thering Adherents to his Enemy, and could read in his own Compa- 
ny, the mere Followers of Fortune, in their Countenance, but ob- 
ſerv'd it with a negligent and undaunted Air, concern d only for the 
Fate of others, whoſe weak Pity of themſelves made em the Objects 
of his Compaſſion alſo. : It was viſible by a thouſand little officious 
things he did, he was reſolv'd to leave this bad World : For he ſpent 
the Day, which he deſign'd ſhould be his laſt, in a certain Vanity 
of Goodneſs: He Conſulted, Perſuaded, and Diſpatch'd all he 
thought neceſſary for the Safety of thoſe that were about him ; which 
Services they receiv'd from him, whoſe Intent they ſaw; jwith Tears, 
and Shame, and Admiration. Th „ 

He continued the whole Evening this affected Enjoyment of his 
Friend's Anxiety for him, which he rais'd by ſet Diſcourſes, and 
abated, or rather confirm'd by a ſtudied Indifference, till he went to 
Bed, where he read PL aro's Immortality, and Gueſſes at a future Life : 
At laſt he enquir'd for his Sword, on purpoſe miſlaid. by his Son ;. 
they did not immediately bring it, which he ſeem'd to take no no- 
tice of, but again fell to his Book: After his ſecond Lecture, he a- 
gain wanted his Sword: Their Heſitation in letting him have it, 
threw bim into an unſeemly Rage, and Expoſtulation with his 
Friends, whoſe obliging Sorrow with-held it: What has he done, 
what has he committed, to be betray'd into the hands of his Enemy 
Had Caro's Wiſdom ſo far left him, that he muſt be diſarm'd, like 
a Slave and a Madman? What had his Son ſeen ſo indiſcreet in 
his Father, that he was not tobe truſted with himſelf? To all this 
cruel and intemperate Queſtion he was anſwer'd with the humbleſt 
Behaviour, tendereſt Beſeeching, and deepeſt Eſteem : They im- 
plor'd his Stay amongſt em as their Genius, their Guardian, and: 
Benefactor; Among the reſt, a fond Slave was putting in his Re- 
ſiſtance, and his Affliction, for which he daſh'd the poor Fellow's. 
Teeth out with his Fiſt, and forc'd out of the Room his 1 

Friends, 
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A Compariſon between Caro and CxsAR. 
Friends, with Noiſe, and Taunt, and Tumult z a little while after 
had his Hand, with which he ſtruck his Servant, dreſs d, lay down, 
and was heard to ſnore; but ſure. we may charitabiy enough be- 
lieve, from all this unquiet Carriage, that the Sleep was diſſembled, 
from which as ſoon as he awak d; he Stabb'd himſelf, and fell on the 
Floor: His Fall alarm d his wretched Dependants, whoſe Help he 
reſiſted by rearing; open his on Bowels, and ruſhing out of Life 
| with Fury, Rage, and Indignation. : | 03014059 x2 
'S 4 This was the applauded Exit of that Noble Raman, who is ſaid 
* | with a ſuperior and invincible Conſtancy to have eluded the Partia- 
WE. | lity of Fortune, and eſcap'd the Incurſion upon the Liberty of his 
1 1 Country: It ſeems then, had he livd, his own had been loſt, and his 
5 Calling himſelf ſtill free, and Cx sax the Uſurper, a Bond- man and 
* | Slave, were but mere Words; for his Opinion of things was in rea- 
b ö . lity ſtunn'd by Succeſs, and he dy d diſappointed of the imaginary 
* | Self-Exiſtence his own Set of Thoughts had promis'd him, by an 
1 3 . 33 below the Precepts of his Philoſophy, and the Conſtancy of 
ee tt, ' een non! 
1 , Thus did Cre leave the World, for which indeed he was very 
1 / unfit, in the Hands of the moſt skilful Man in it, who at his Entrance 
| on its Empire excell'd his paſt glorious Life, by uſing with fo much 
Temper and Moderation, what he had purchas'd with ſo much 
1 | oodſhed and Violence: But we muſt leave at preſent this buſy 
and Inceſſant Mind to the Meditation of Levelling inacceſſible Moun- 
ö tains, checking the Courſe of the Ocean, and correcting the Periods 
* of Time: We muſt leave him imploy'd in modelling the Univerſe 
(now his own) in the ſecure Enjoyment of a Life hitherto. led in 
illuſtrious Hazards, and now every way ſafe, but where tis its Beau- 


ty to lie open, to the Treachery of his Friends. 
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